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WAGE-HOUR LAW AMENDMENTS 


Three Pending Measures Will Receive House 
Consideration April 25 


Although at the time the Inrormation Letter went to 
press House leaders had made no public announcement of 
the legislative program for the coming week, it is understood 
that wage-hour law amendments will be the order of business 
in the House on Thursday, April 25. 


The amendments will be considered by the House under 
a special order of business, or rule, that was reported to the 
House last August by the Rules Committee. This rule, if 
adopted by a majority of the House, provides for the con- 
sideration of the Norton, Ramspeck, and Barden amend- 
ments to the Fair Labor Standards Act. No amendments 
may be offered to any of the three bills and, under this rule, 
the House is limited to the alternatives of passing any one 
of the bills without amendment, rejecting them all, or recom- 
mitting them to the House Committee on Labor. 

Following is a review of the provisions of the Norton, Rams- 
peck, and Barden bills as they relate specifically to the 
canning industry. 

(1) The Norton bill (H. R. 5435), which represents the 
views of a majority of the House Labor Committee, would 
substitute for the 14-week exemption of the present Act ap- 
plicable to canners of perishable or seasonal fruits and vege- 
tables, a year-round 60-hour week. Payment of overtime 
at time-and-one-half rates would be required for hours worked 
in excess of 60. This exemption would apply to canners of 
fresh or dried fruits and vegetables. The Norton bill also 
would repeal the “area of production” section of the law 
under which some canners now are completely exempt from 
both the hour and wage provisions of the Act. 

(2) The Ramspeck bill (H. R. 7349) does not attempt 
to amend any of the agricultural sections of the law. 


(3) The Barden bill (H. R. 7133) is the proposal that is 
endorsed and backed by five leading farm organizations—the 
Farm Bureau, National Grange, Cooperative Council, Na- 
tional Cooperative Milk Producers, and Agricultural Pro- 
ducers Labor Committee. The bill would repeal the present 
“area of production” exemption of the Act and would substi- 
tute therefor a complete wage and hour exemption applicable 
to canners of perishable or seasonal fruits and vegetables, 
if such canners do not engage during the same calendar 
year in canning any non-perishable or non-seasonal com- 
modities or do not engage in any re-canning operations. 


Under the terms of the Barden bill, canners who pack both 
perishable and non-perishable or seasonal and non-seasonal 
commodities, including dried fruits, would be given an 
hours exemption of 16 weeks in the aggregate each year. 
This exemption would apply only to their perishable or 
seasonal operations. They would be granted no exemption 
from the wage requirement of the Act. 


Hearings on Dietary Foods Cancelled 


The hearings on proposed regulations for special dietary 
foods under the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act, set 
for April 29, have been cancelled by the Secretary of Agri- 
culture. Hearings on definitions and standards of identity 
for flour and similar products also were cancelled. 

Officials explained that the Department of Agriculture 
could not complete regulations based on these hearings before 
the scheduled date of the transfer of the Food and Drug 
Administration to the Federal Security Agency under Presi- 
dent Roosevelt's Reorganization Plan No. IV. The press 
statement said: “In such circumstances, the Department be- 
lieves that the new administrative agency should be given 
the opportunity to formulate and issue its own proposals on 
these commodities.” ; 

A number of definitions and standards for foods upon which 
hearings already have been held are now pending, but the 
Department expects to complete action on these regulations 
before the effective date of the transfer. A minor amend- 
ment to the definition and standard of identity for canned 
tomatoes, with respect to the use of calcium chloride or 
other harmless calcium salts as an optional ingredient, is 
scheduled for hearing on May 2. 


USE OF INFORMATION PANEL 


Excerpts from Letters of Food-Drug Administration 
on Required Label Statements 


Excerpts from several letters of the Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration on the use of the information panel on canned 
food labels have been obtained by the Association. The 
information panel method of placing required label state- 
ments in this space was originated by the National Canners 
Association and is discussed in the Inrormation Letters 
of March 25, April 1, April 22, and May 27, 1939. 


The letters asking information on the use of the informa- 
tion panel were addressed to canners who had made in- 
quiries of the Food and Drug Administration. The following 
excerpts are in answer to these requests: 


“* * * Your plan was to keep this center panel free 
of any decorative or reading matter other than the required 
reading matter, and to have this clear space of as large an 
area as possible. Near the top of the center panel would 
be printed the net weight statement in type considerably 
larger than that ordinarily used on canned food labels. Be- 
low that, and separated sufficiently to make it stand out by 
itself, would appear the list of ingredients in the case of 
fabricated foods, and below this, likewise separated suf- 
ficiently to make it stand out, the firm name and address. 
The reading matter would be printed in large bold type 
against a uniform constrasting background.” 

“#* * * We have consistently pointed out to enquirers 
that if wish to absolutely insure compliance with Sec- 
tion 403(f) it would seem to us that the obvious thing to 
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do would be to place such information on the main display 
panel. We have always recognized, however, that it is a 
uestion of fact in each case whether or not the position 
chosen for such information will or will not meet the re- 
quirements of 403(f{). In our opinion the proposed plan 
is not in* conflict with the suggestions given out by the 
Administration but is an alternate plan which will, we be- 
lieve, enable satisfactory compliance with 403(f) in the 
case of those labels so designated as to leave ample space 
on the intermediate panel for the exclusive use of the manda- 
tory label information.” 


“* * * your letter refers to the label design suggested 
some months ago * * * for use on cann food abels 
within the mandatory label information required by Section 
403(e) and (i) * * * was prominently set forth on the 
so-called intermediate panel between the two display panels, 
this intermediate panel having a width of at least 20 per 
cent of the total width of the label and being unencumbered 
with other non-essential reading matter or designs. * * * 


“However, the situation is not quite as simple as that 
when we come to canned foods for which standards of identity 
under the new law have been promulgated, as in the case of 
canned peaches, since Sections 401 and 403(g), and not 
Section 403(i), govern the question of position of mandatory 
label statements in the case of foods for which standards 
of identity have been promulgated. By referring to page 
4921 of the enclosed copy of the December 22, 1939, issue 
of the Federal Register (Section 27.000(b)(7)) you will 
note that the regulation establishing the standard of identity 
for canned soniien includes a paragraph at the bottom of the 
third column(7), which requires that wherever the name 
‘peaches’ appears on the label so conspicuously as to be 
easily seen under customary conditions of purchase, the 
words and statements required under the previous para- 
graphs, showing the optional ingredients present, must im- 
mediately and conspicuously precede or follow such name 
without intervening written, printed, or graphic matter, 
except that the specific varietal name of the peaches may 
intervene. For example, in the case of the halves yellow 
cling peaches referred to in your third paragraph, carrying 
a syrup content of 40° Brix, this regulation will require 
the word ‘halves,’ the words ‘yellow cling’ (or ‘yellow cling- 
stone’), and the words ‘in heavy syrup’ (if packed in a 
syrup of not less than 40° Brix) to appear in the manner 
prescribed in paragraph (7); that is, on each main display 
panel in immediate proximity to the name ‘peaches.’ How- 
ever, it might still be possible for the label to carry the 
quantity of contents statement and the firm name and address 
upon the intermediate panel in conformity with the so-called 
* * * intermediate panel plan. 

“We believe this explanation will clear up the point raised 
in the sixth paragraph of your letter with respect to the 

ition of the syrup statement on canned fruit cocktail labels. 
* the case of fruit cocktail no definition and standard of 
identity has yet been promulgated and there is, therefore, 
no specific requirement under Section 401 or 403(g) that 
the syrup statement appear on the display panel. In the case 
of this or other as yet unstandardized canned foods the state- 


including the statement on the intermediate panel, there is 
no objection to it until such time as a standard for the product 
may be promulgated making different requirements. 

In another letter, the correspondent asked whether, in a 
case where the front panel of a round can label lacks adequate 
space, it is permissible to place on the front panel a state- 
ment, “ingredients listed on side panel.” 

“If the mandatory label information can be placed upon an 
intermediate panel with such prominence as to meet the 


requirements as to conspicuousness under Section 403(f), it 
is immaterial whether or not the front panel bears the pro- 
posed statement, although there is certainly no objection 
to it. The only point we wish to make is that such a state- 
ment, prominently set forth on the front panel, would not 
justify the listing of the ingredients in such a position on 
the label as would not meet the requirements as to con- 
spicuousness.” 


Another correspondent asked about placement of required 


label statements on square cans, and the Administration 
replied: 


“We have not been able to convince ourselves that in the 
case of a square package, as distinguished from a round 
can, compliance with Section 403(f) is assured when the firm 
name and other mandatory label information appears else- 
where than on the display panel or panels of the label.” 


Ruling Extended on Declaration of Artificial Flavor 


The ruling of the Food and Drug Administration with 
reference to the declaration of artificial flavor on products 
containing mono-sodium glutamate, as reported in the In- 
FORMATION Letrer of April 13, has been extended to include 
the terms “artificial seasoning” and “sodium glutamate.” 


Declarations now considered permissible where this flavor- 
ing is added are as follows: 


Artificial Flavor 

Artificially Flavored 

Artificial Seasoning 

Mono-Sodium Glutamate, An Artificial Flavor- 
ing (or Seasoning) 

Sodium Glutamate, An Artificial Flavoring (or 
Seasoning ) 

Vegetable Protein Derivative, an Artificial 

avoring (or Seasoning). 


The last designation is appropriate only in cases where the 
substance is actually derived from vegetable sources. 


Tentative Asparagus Grades Issued 


Tentative “United States standards for grades of canned 
asparagus” have been issued by the Agricultural Marketing 
Service of the Department of Agriculture under date of 
March 15, 1940. The Service is now in charge of the grading 
work formerly handled by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics. 


The standard of identity for canned asparagus promul- 
gated under the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act has been 
adopted by the Agricultural Marketing Service for the pur- 
pose of these asparagus grades. The styles of the vegetable 
recognized by the Service conform to those in the standard 
of identity issued under the Act. 


The tentative grades include “U. S. Grade A or U. S. 
Fancy,” “U. S. Grade C or U. S. Standard,” and “U. S. Grade 
D or Substandard.” 


Summary of New Asparagus Publications Available 


A summary of three new publications dealing with prob- 
lems connected with the production of asparagus has just 
been prepared by the Association's Raw Products Bureau 
and sent to asparagus canners. The three publications were 
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issued by the California, Iowa, and Purdue Experiment 
Stations. 

The mimeographed statement of the Bureau also includes 
a report of recent experimental work with this crop con- 
ducted at the Illinois Experiment Station. Members inter- 
ested in obtaining copies of the statement should direct a 
request to the Bureau. 


CONGRESS SUMMARY 


While the House this week debated and passed the Walter- 
Logan bill providing for a uniform system of administrative 
procedure in the Federal departments and agencies and for 
judicial review of administrative rules and orders, the Senate 
passed a House bill providing for the appointment of ad- 
ditional Federal judges and approved annual appropriation 
bills providing funds for the civil functions of the War 
Department and for the Navy Department. 

Hearings on the Patman anti-chain store bill continued 
before the House Committee on Ways and Means, and the 
Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries of the House 
took testimony on a bill to define the term “American 
Fishery.” The bill is designed to protect American fisheries 
by so defining the term as to exclude the packaging of fish on 
foreign soil by American enterprises. 

The Senate Finance Committee named a subcommittee to 
look into the provisions of the Social Security Act dealing 
with old-age insurance and to report the conclusions of its 
study to the full Committee. 


Bean Shippers Ordered to Cease Price Restraint 


The Michigan Bean Shippers Association, Saginaw, Mich., 
a trade association, its officers and members, have been 
ordered by the Federal Trade Commission to discontinue 
activities deemed to be in restraint of price competition in 
the purchasing of beans and barley from Michigan growers 
and the resale thereof to canning companies, chain store 
organizations, foreign importers, and other buyers. 


The Commission's findings, as reported in its press state- 
ment on the order, are that: 


“Approximately one-third of the nation’s bean crop mov- 
ing in interstate commerce consists of white pea or ‘navy’ 
beans. Michigan produces 80 per cent of this total navy 
bean crop and 80 per cent of Michigan's annual output of 
navy beans is bought and sold by the respondent companies. 

“The respondents, through their trade association, have 
daily made up and a a price for choice hand-picked 
white pea beans in bulk to country shippers (elevator men 
who buy beans from farmers), and disseminated such price 
as an ‘association close’ among and between themselves, and 
to the industry, press and public. 

“Although such ‘association close’ purported to be the aver- 
age price in bulk at which beans were being bought by jobbers 
from shippers in Michigan at the time the ‘association close’ 
was issued, it was not the average of such prices and did not 
accurately reflect them for at least three reasons: (1) bids 
were received by the association only from a limited number 
of member buyers and sellers approved by its board of direc- 
tors; (2) the reports they submitted did not always reflect 
the range of prices being paid by them over a given period 
but only reflected the price offered at the time of the making 
of the reports, and (3) the ‘association close’ was determined 
from the prices reported but was not always an accurate 
arithmetic average. 


“From time to time the respondents fixed and maintained 
(1) differentials to be received by elevator men for the 
function they perform in buying beans and barley from ~ 
ducers and reselling them to jobbers and others; (2) differ- 
entials to be received by jobbers, representing the spread 
between the price they pay to elevator men and the price at 
which they sell to the trade, and (3) schedules of charges 
for ‘picking’ beans which means determining the percentage 
of and removing foreign materials, culls and other demerits 
in threshed beans brought to elevators by producers. 


“The respondents agreed to refuse to buy and sell or trade 
in beans and other farm commodities which had been ‘scoop- 
shoveled’. They defined a ‘scoop shoveler’ as being ‘one who 
is not equipped with the proper buildings and machinery for 
cleaning the beans and grain as they come from farmers’ 
vehicles before they are weighed, * * *’. Several years 
ago a portable bean picker was invented and marketed. 

hile not eliminating the necessity of hand-picking, the use 
of this device did in some years tend to curtail the local 
elevators’ volume of business and the ‘scoop-shovel’ rule 
was applied to discourage the use of that method of process- 
ing beans to grade.” 

The Commission's order prohibits the respondents from 
establishing, making up or computing, or publishing or 
disseminating, from time to time or at any time, through the 
association or any other central agency, or otherwise, a price, 
bid, quotation or “close” for beans. The order contains a 
proviso that this shall not prohibit the collection and dis- 
semination of prices paid or bids or quotations made in past 
and closed transactions, nor the publishing and disseminating 
of accurate reports showing the range of prices in past and 
closed transactions. 

The order also forbids the making of reports, or representa- 
tion to the association or other central agency, of inaccurate 
and incorrect prices or bids; the fixing and maintaining of 
the differentials, charges or spreads to be made or received 
for the functions performed by elevator men or jobbers in 
handling beans or barley; fixing and maintaining the 
charges for separating and removing foreign materials from 
beans; adopting and maintaining any rule or regulation 
which tends to prevent the use of any machine, device or 
method for cleaning, grading and processing beans, unless 
the use thereof is injurious and detrimental to the welfare 
of the Michigan bean industry; and establishing and using 
a uniform contract embodying terms and conditions of sale 
for buying and selling beans. 


Katherine Bitting Memorial Library Accepted 


The Library of Congress has accepted 2,500 books on 
gastronomy presented by Dr. A. W. Bitting as a memorial to 
his wife, Dr. Katherine Golden Bitting, who died in 1937, 
Mrs. Bitting, after her marriage, joined the staff of the 
Bureau of Chemistry in 1907 with Dr. Bitting, and together 
they conducted investigations for the National Canners Asso- 
—, Throughout her life, the two worked together in 
research. 


In accepting the collection, Archibald MacLeish, Librarian 
of Congress, said, in part: 


“The collection is of t intrinsic interest and value, 
since it comprises materials on the sources, preparation and 
consumption of goods, their chemistry, bacteriology, preser- 
vation, etc., from earliest times down to the present day. 
But it is also of value as reflecting the career of an extraor- 
dinary woman.” 
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PEA CROP CONDITION REPORT 


Association Plans Expansion of Its Services in 
Reporting Crop Conditions 


The best laid plans of canners frequently are disrupted 
by the weather. Growing conditions, which are determined 
very largely by temperature and rainfall, are difficult to 
predict. Pea canners’ plans for canning a certain size pack 
call for planting a given acreage but there is no assurance 
that the acreage thus planted will produce the right amount 
of peas because of the variation in yields. Throughout the 
growing season there is constant speculation as to the effect 
of the weather on the crop and the probable yield that may 
be realized. 


Owing to this interest in crop conditions, various agencies 
give canners reports from time to time on the prospective 
outturn of the pea crop. The National Canners Association 
has for a number of years given its membership some infor- 
mation relating to temperature and rainfall and other factors 
affecting pea yields. It is realized that a more complete 
service is needed, and the plans perfected to expand the 
pea crop reporting service of the Association are based on 
these fundamental factors: 


1. As it is not practicable to assemble information on 
condition of every canner’s pea crop, it is essential 
that the information that is assembled be representa- 
tive of the entire United States acreage and that terms 
understood by all be used to describe the condition 
of the crop. 


. The men who are best able to measure the effect of 
growing conditions on the pea crop, and therefore the 
men best qualified to report conditions, are the field- 
men or production men whose job is to live with the 
crop throughout the growing season. 

. Peas are one of the crops most sensitive to changes in 
weather conditions. A sudden change in temperature 
may be disastrous to the pea crop within 24 hours. 
Studies of the effect of temperature on pea yields 
show that best yields are obtained when the tempera- 
ture during the period from blossoming to filling of 
pods is around 70 degrees. As the temperature rises 
above 70 degrees, yields tend to decline. A tempera- 
ture of 75 degrees or 80 degrees, if maintained for 
many hours, tends to reduce yields materially. Tem- 
peratures above 80 degrees cause yields to decline 
very rapidly. Thus it is essential, particularly in the 
case of peas, to report conditions as rapidly as possible. 


In order to insure that the reports will be entirely repre- 
sentative, the various pea growing sections of the United 
States have been divided into crop reporting districts. Within 
each district, soil types are fairly uniform and growing con- 
ditions are usually about the same. These crop reporting 
districts were outlined with the aid of pea canners and are 
shown on the accompanying map. This map should be re- 
tained as all condition reports will be made according to dis- 
tricts, 


Certain canners having acreage within these districts have 
designated production or fieldmen as reporters. These re- 
porters are distributed throughout each district so that all 
sections of the district will be represented. The National 


Canners Association, in making its pea crop condition report, 
will be acting as a clearing house for the reports made by 
the various fieldmen and production men. 


Plans have also been completed to assemble the crop con- 
dition information with all possible speed and to return it to 
the canners, so that the interval between the time canners 
report conditions and the time they receive the National 
Canners Association summary report will be reduced to a 
minimum. Specifically, it is planned to give pea canners 
a report on Monday morning of conditions up to the previous 
Thursday night. The summary report of crop conditions 
issued by the National Canners Association will include a 
table showing the temperature and rainfall for each of the 
crop-reporting districts. The temperature will be shown 
as a departure from normal and the rainfall in total number 
of inches. Special arrangements have been made with the 
U. S. Weather Bureau to obtain rainfall and temperature 
information which relates directly to the pea-growing districts. 


The following table shows temperature and rainfall data 
for the weeks ending April 16, 1939 and 1940: 


eee 
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Miv-At. I—Peas growing satisfactorily; temperature down 
to 30 for one night. 


Mw-Ar. II.—Early planted peas coming up; no check on 
stand as yet. 


Mw-Ar. III—Planting from two to three weeks late, 30 to 
40 per cent planted to April 19; heavy rains will prevent 
working field before next Wednesday or Thursday. 


Onto—Expect to start planting about April 19 or 20. 


Wis. Ill Planting Alaskas Wednesday; heavy snow 
stopped planting Thursday; no freezing temperatures. 
Wis. V—Recent heavy rains expected to improve surface 


soil moisture, sub-soil very dry. Expect to start seeding about 
April 22. 


| 
Temperature | 
Departure from normal Rainfall | 
REPORTING DISTRICT 1939 109891040 
Degrees Degrees 
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ORDER ISSUED AGAINST CANNER 


Federal Trade Commission Findings Charge Firm 
With Discrimination in Prices 


Curtice Brothers Company, packer and distributor of fruits, 
vegetables and vegetable products, which maintains packing 
plants at Rochester, Bergen, Mount Morris and Wilson, N. Y., 
with its principal office at Rochester, has been ordered by 
the Federal Trade Commission to cease and desist from 
certain price discriminations, in violation of the Robinson- 
Patman Act, in the sale of its products. The Commission's 
press statement of the order reads as follows: 


“Findings of the Commission are that since June 19, 1936, 
in the course of its business, the respondent corporation has 
used three different price lists designated by the letters 
‘R,’ ‘A,’ and ‘S.’ The ‘S’ price list is designated for those 
customers who place a minimum order for 1,000 cases of 
the respondent's products for shipment in quantities of not 
less than 250 cases. The ‘A’ price list is designated for 
those customers who place a minimum order for 300 cases 
of the respondent's products for shipment in quantities of 
not less than 50 cases. The ‘R’ price list is designated for 
customers who place orders for less than 300 cases. The 

rices at which the respondent's products were and are sold 

y use of the ‘A’ price list, were and are lower by from 
2.5 per cent to 8.3 per cent than the prices at which such 
products were and are sold by the use of the ‘R’ price list, 
and the prices at which the products were sold by use of the 
‘S’ price list were and are lower by from 5.1 per cent to 16.6 
per cent than the prices at which the products are sold by use 
of the ‘R’ price list. 


“Findings further are that the respondent sold its products 
at prices specified by the ‘S’ price list to some customers 
who did not take the required minimum number of 1,000 
cases of respondent's products. In practice, the findings 
continue, the respondent has confined its sales made by use 
of the price lists to ‘future orders’ for goods to be shipped 
when harvested and packed. 


“The Commission also finds that since June 19, 1936, the 
respondent has been discriminating between different pur- 
chasers of its canned fruits, ain, and vegetable prod- 
ucts by paying, granting, and contracting to pay certain sums 
of money to and for the benefit of some of its customers in 
consideration for advertising services furnished by such 
customers in connection with the sale or offering for sale of 
the respondent's products without making such payments 
or advertising allowances available on proportionally equal 
terms to all of its customers competing in the sale and dis- 
tribution of its products. 


“Under the circumstances, the Commission concludes, 
Curtice Brothers Company has discriminated in price in the 
sale of its products between different purchasers, in viola- 
tion of Subsection (a) of Section 2 of the Clayton Act, as 
amended by the Robinson-Patman Act. 


“The respondent company is ordered to cease and desist 
from selling canned fruits, vegetables and vegetable products 
to some customers at a price fixed by, or determined by the 
use of, one of the price lists designated by the letters ‘R,’ 
‘A,’ or ‘S,’ while selling products of like grade and quality 
to other customers competitively engaged with such customers 
in the use, consumption or resale of such products at a price 
fixed by or determined by the use of either of the other 
price lists; from a or resuming the discriminations 
in price referred to, and from otherwise discriminating in 
price between paren of its products of like grade and 
quality in a substantially similar manner and degree, except 
as permitted by Section 2 of the Clayton Act, as amended. 


“The order also directs the respondent to desist from pay- 
ing, giving, allowing or contracting to pay, give or allow 
anything of value to or for the benefit of some of its customers 
for advertising services furnished by such customers without 
making such payments or allowances available to all com- 
peting customers on proportionally equal terms.” 


“Food ** Case Turns out to be Carbon 


onoxide Poisoning 


Food poisoning was the cause given in press accounts 
recently when a New Orleans family of five was found un- 
conscious one morning. A newspaper report mentioned 
tomato juice and pineapple juice as the possible cause. 


However, additional information on this case was obtained 
by the Association, and the Health Department of New 
Orleans reported that the press story was in error, and that 
the patients were found to be suffering from carbon monoxide 
poisoning. 


The Association has received a report of the superintendent 
of public health completely exonerating all foods found in 
the house. 


Intended Acreage of Dry Beans in 1940 


In response to rising bean prices, growers plan to increase 
the dry bean acreage 11 per cent to 1,935,000 acres in 1940, 
according to the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. Such 
an acreage, with average yields, would result in a dry bean 
crop of 13,100,000 bags, or slightly less than was produced 
in 1939, 


The Bureau's forecast is contained in the March 29 issue 
of “The Vegetable Situation.” The report continues: 


“If allowance is made for some increase in domestic mar- 
ketings in the 1939 season, largely because of improvement 
in consumer purchasing power, and for a sharp increase in 

export movement, a reduction in the carry-over to about 
2,000,000 bags seems likely this season. Such a carry-over, 
added to the prospective production of 13,100,000 bags, 
would result in a total supply of about 15,100,000 bags. This 
supply would be nearly 2,000,000 bags less than in 1939, and 
the smallest since 1936 when the drought reduced production 
materially. On the other hand, the prospective carry-over 
added to the larger possible crop of 16,100,000 bags would 
result in the largest supply of beans on record and exceed 
the largest annual disappearance of beans to date by more 
than 3,000,000 bags. is would mean a carry-over into the 
ag slightly in excess of the record large carry-over 
n 

“Prospective increases in plantings in 1940 are indicated 
for all of the important bean-producing States, the increases 
ranging from 2 per cent in California to 20 per cent in 
Michigan. An increase of 18 per cent is indicated for the 
oo of States producing largely Red Kidneys, Yellow-eye, 

anberry and Pea beans; 13 per cent for the group pro- 
ducing largely Great Northerns and Small Reds; and 8 per 
cent for the group producing largely Pinto beans. California, 
with a 2 per cent increase, is an important source for Stand- 
ard and Baby Lima, Black-eye, Small White and Pink beans. 


“Prices of dry beans have been fairly stable in recent 
months and have averaged substantially higher than a year 
earlier. The higher prices are attributed in part to im- 
proved consumer purchasin wer and in part to an in- 
creased export movement. rough February this season, 
exports totaled 510,000 s as compared with 90,000 bags 
exported to the corresponding date last season. A large 
part of the increased exports this season has been ing te 

na ” 


the Scandinavian countries, France, C 


uba and to 
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Finds Business and Consumer Groups Studying 
Mutual Problems 


Consumers, educators, and business representatives are 
more and more concerned with discussions of mutual prob- 
lems, and ‘with methods of reaching a better understanding 
of their mutual interests, Miss Ruth Atwater of the Associa- 
tion's Home Economics Division reports after a six-week 
field trip to the Northwest and Middle West. 

On her recent trip to the Northwest, where she talked on 
the subject “The Court of Last Appeal—the American 
Housewife” at the annual salmon cutting sponsored by the 
Northwest Branch of the National Canners Association, Miss 
Atwater had opportunities to speak to the advertising clubs 
in Minneapolis, Seattle, Portland and Salem, Oreg., and 
Omaha. At the request of the various program chairmen, the 
subject of each talk was “The Relation of the Consumer 
Movement to Business and Advertising.” 

Advertising clubs in each of these cities either have active 
committees working on consumer relations or have just set up 
such committees. They are doing much in their own com- 
munities to improve understanding between consumer and 
business groups. In the audiences were newspaper pub- 
lishers, advertising directors of newspapers and magazines, 
public relations consultants, radio program directors as well 
as radio merchandisers, advertising managers of depart- 
ment stores, and those working in the photographic end of 
advertising. 

Consumer groups and individuals to whom Miss Atwater 
talked were interested in the status of labeling under the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act. In addition, they 
were all eager to know what is being done about standardi- 
zation of can sizes. 

Radio program directors of six commercial stations and 
of two university stations invited Miss Atwater to broadcast. 
In each instance the directors were interested in material 
dealing with the wholesomeness of canned foods, their safety, 
use, convenience, diversity, and availability. The program 
director of Oregon State College at Corvallis asked to have 
the research on canned foods particularly emphasized. 

The program director at Iowa State College, Ames, asked 
Miss Atwater to speak about the effect of freezing on the 
nutritive value of canned foods. Questions of this character 
have been asked of the radio station frequently during the 
past winter as a result of the severe cold. 


Firms Admitted to Membership in Association 


The following firms have. been admitted to membership 
in the Association since March 2, 1940: 


Bay Center Sea Foods, Inc., Bay Center, Wash. 
Better Made Packing & Pickle Co., Los Angeles, Calif. 
Delta County Canning Co., Delta, Colo. 
Garland C. Resin Inc., Lakeland, Fla. 

North Ogden Canning Co., Ogden, Utah. 

Orca Packing Co., Seattle, Wash. 

Oregon Packing Corporation, Astoria, Oregon. 
Parks Canning Company, Inc., Seattle, Wash. 
Perry Canning Company, Brigham City, Utah. 
Ramirez & Feraud Chili Co., Ventura, Calif. 
Rolle Juices, Inc., Los Angeles, Calif. 

South Pacific Canning Co., Long Beach, Calif. 
Stockton Food Products, Inc., Stockton, Calif. 
Western Canners, Inc., Newport Beach, Calif. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot Shipments as Reported to the Agricultural Marketing 
Service by Common Carriers 


Carlot shipments of snap and lima beans and miscellaneous 
vegetables competing directly with canned foods were the 
only fruit and vegetable shipments during the week ending 
April 13, 1940, that were larger than during the correspond- 
ing week of 1939. For the whole season, up to April 13, 
1940, shipments of all fruits and vegetables, except the mis- 
cellaneous group and imports, continue to total less than 
last year. 


The following table, compiled from statistics of the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Service, gives detailed comparisons of 
carlot shipments on certain dates of selected vegetables and 


Week ending — Season total to— 
April 13, April 13, April 6, Aprill3, April 13, 
1939 1940 1940 1939 1940 


226 286 586 
24300 8,728 


2,263 
4,311 
1,291 
4,720 


46 1,514 
252 5,001 


Domestic, competing directly . 
Imports competing directly . . . 
Imports competing indirectly . 


Stocks and Shipments of Canned Tomatoes 


Total stocks of canned tomatoes in canners’ hands on April 
1, 1940, totalled 6,770,253 actual cases, as compared with 
7,066,514 cases on April 1, 1939, according to figures com- 
piled by the Association's Division of Statistics. Shipments 
during March, 1940, were 1,397, 043 cases, as compared with 
1,700,420 cases shipped during March, 1939. 


The following table shows stocks and shipments on various 
dates for California and all other States: 


Cases 


1,113,531 


Other States 
Cases 
5,952,083 
6,011,738 6, 


Total 

Cases 
514 
253 


066, 

770, 
1,463,116 700 ,420 


1,207,414 043 
14,807,210 465 
15,200,919 


17, 187, 


2,380, 
2,510,491 17,810,410 


John McDill Fox Dies—Presided at Food Hearings 


John MecDill Fox, prominent government attorney and pre- 
siding officer at a number of the hearings held by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture to receive evidence upon which to base 
regulations on canned foods under the Federal Food, Drug, 
and Cosmetic Act, died Thursday, April 18, after under- 
going an appendicitis operation Monday. Mr. Fox had prac- 
ticed law in Milwaukee before coming to Washington, D. C., 
where he was dean of the College of Law at Catholic Uni- 
versity from 1930 to 1935. 
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Fruits and Vegetables in Cold Storage 


Total stocks of all frozen and preserved fruits on April 1 
were 90,002,000 pounds, or 1,158,000 pounds less than April 
1, 1939, holdings, according to figures compiled by the 
Agricultural Marketing Service. The net reduction in stocks 
during March totalled 14,911,000 pounds. 

Stocks of frozen vegetables on April 1 totalled 55,840,000 
pounds, The apparent net withdrawals of all frozen vege- 
tables during March were 5,557,000 pounds. April 1, 1940, 
holdings exceeded those of a year earlier by 4,547,000 pounds. 

The following table shows stocks of frozen fruits and veg- 
etables in cold storage on April 1, 1940, as compared with 
previous dates: 


Other fruits 
Classification not reported 


= 


Other vegetables 
Classification not reported 


51,203 61,307 55,840 


Stocks and Shipments of Canned Fresh Lima Beans 

Total stocks of canned fresh lima beans in canners’ hands 
on April 1, 1940, were 844,126 cases, as compared with 
653,092 cases on April 1, 1939, according to figures compiled 
by the Association’s Division of Statistics. Unsold stocks 
on April 1, 1940, amounted to 555,097 cases, of which the 
East held 271,436 cases and the West 283,661 cases. 

The following table shows stocks and shipments on various 


Total stocks April 1: 


£2 


Yellow Tomato Varieties 


A recent progress report, issued by the New York State 
Agricultural Experiment Station at Geneva, gives up-to-date 
information relating to some of the newer introductions of 
varieties of yellow tomatoes that are becoming popular. These 
are Fargo Yellow Pear, Golden Bison, Golden Globe, Golden 
Dawn, Mingold, Gold Ball, and Golden Poderosa. The first 
two varieties are the earliest. Fargo Yellow Pear has small 
pear-shaped fruits which are produced on a small plant. 
Plants can be set 3 feet apart as can those of Golden Bison, 


which is also early but which has large fruit. Gold Ball has 
standard sized plant producing an abundance of small, round, 
canary yellow fruits about 14% inches in diameter. Golden 
Ponderosa is the counterpart of Ponderosa in size, shape, 
and quality. Fruits are often irregular but the large fruits 
appeal to many gardeners. 


Golden Queen has been the standard yellow tomato, but 
lateness of season and irregularity of the fruit have been 
somewhat of a handicap to this variety in reaching popularity. 
To be grown along with Golden Queen as a standard yellow 
variety, Golden Globe, Golden Dawn, and Mingold are now 
offered as “main crop” yellow varieties. They have deep 
globe-shaped fruits that are a deeper orange-yellow color 
than Golden Queen, and juice from these varieties is said 
to be rich, full flavored, and orange colored. 


Stocks and Shipments of Pitted Red Cherries 


Stocks of pitted red cherries in canners’ hands on April 
1, 1940, amounted to 166,805 cases of No. 2's and 160,414 
cases of No. 10's, according to figures compiled by the 
Association's Division of Statistics. Stocks a year earlier 
were 41,076 cases of No. 2’s and 241,037 cases of No. 10's. 
March, 1940, shipments were: 92,330 cases No. 2's and 
45,392 cases No. 10's. March, 1939, shipments were: 44,674 
cases No. 2's and 78,736 cases No. 10's. 


Shipments from July 1 to April 1 were: 1939-40—1,851,883 
cases No. 2's and 950,880 cases No. 10's; 1938-39—835,984 
cases No. 2’s and 741,665 cases No. 10's. 

The following table shows details of the stocks on April 1 
and shipments by regions: 

24/2's 


6/10's Mise. 


New York and Pennsylvania: 


Cases 
204 


Mich., Wise., and Ohio: 
Stocks: sold not shipped 
: unsold 


Western States: 
sold not shipped 


Total United States: 
Stocks: sold not shipped 


Ess 


Mosaic-Resistant Types of Refugee Beans 


Trials of a number of new mosaic-resistant types of Refu- 
gee beans were made at the New York Agricultural Ex- 
periment Station, Geneva, during 1939. The types included 
U. S. No. 5 Refugee, Idaho Refugee, Wisconsin Refugee, 
Refugee W-80 from the Idaho Agricultural Experiment 
Station, Stringless Green Refugee, and others. 

This test of various stocks of Refugee beans was planned 
to enable a direct comparison to be made between the 
mosaic-susceptible and mosaic-resistant strains of Refugee 
beans. To enable a further comparison, Asgrow Stringless 
Green Pod and Commodore were included in the trial. Data 
were obtained on yield in pounds per acre and spread of 
harvesting season. In these tests at Geneva, it appears from 


| 
Apr.1, Mar. 1, Apr. 1, 
1939 1040 1940 
FROZEN FRUITS 1,000 1,000 1,000 
pounds pounds pounds 
4,440 4,137 
Logan and similar berries................... 2,856 1,788 1,551 
6,645 6,105 
Strawberries... 
| 
FROZEN VEGETABLES 
Spinach... 
Cases Cases Cases 
Stocks: sold not shipped......... 16,285 9,501 26,170 
720 5,847 9,169 
@teoks: 37,008 16,488 35,339 
Shipments for March............ 14,332 8,040 22,724 
53,316 19,001 74,041 
84,783 46,537 132,954 
Stocks: total |. 207 , 505 
Shipments for March............ 75,247 27,175 102,726 
2,706 17,672 22,755 
8,905 61,166 71,911 
uates: Shipments for March............ 2,751 10,177 13,805 
East West Total 
Cases Cases Canes | 72,307 46,864 123 , 566 
324,437 328,655 Stocks: unsold.................. 04,408 113,550 214,034 
495,930 348,196 Stocks: total................... 166,805 160,414 337 ,600 
shipments during Feb. and March: Shipments er ee 92,330 45,392 139 , 255 
Shipments, July 1 to April 1: 
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the results obtained in 1936 and again in 1939 that the 
expected yields for Idaho Refugee and U. S. No. 5 Refugee, 
where common bean mosaic is a factor, are significantly 
greater than the yields of Stringless Green 5 omg 
A compléte account of these tests is given in the issue 


of “Farm Research” for April, 1940, published by the Ex- 
periment Station. 


Competition from Fresh Vegetable Production 
Fresh Market Factor Involved in Planning Acreage for 
Canning Discussed 


Canners, when planning acreage for canning crops this 
year, should keep in mind the competition that they have to 
face from vegetables grown for the fresh market. The table 
below shows the acreage of 17 vegetables for the fresh market 
and 8 vegetables for manufacture for each of the last ten 
years. The fresh market acreage during the last decade has 
been considerably above the average acreage for the period 
1924 to 1929. 

This percentage relationship is shown as an index of 
acreage in the following table: 


Index of acreage 
Market Mic. Market Mfg. 

(1924-29==100 
1,000 Acres 1,000 Acres Per cent Per cent 


The 1939 acreage of vegetables for the fresh market totalled 
1,747,000 acres, the largest on record. This was about 60 
per cent above the average for the base period (1924-29). 
The United States Department of Agriculture, in its 1940 
Outlook for Truck Crops for Market, states that the produc- 
tion of truck crops for fresh-market shipment in 1940 will 
probably be slightly larger than the record large supply 
produced in 1939, 

The agricultural conservation program provides for a 
national acreage goal for these products, together with the 
acreage of those grown for processing, not to exceed the 
average for 1936-37. The 1939 acreage was well within the 
goal because of the sharp reductions in the acreage of the 
canning crops. 

The Agricultural Marketing Service says that the acreage 
in 1940 of most of the canning crops probably will be in- 
creased and, therefore, will allow for less expansion in the 
market crops, provided the total acreage goal is not to be 
exceeded. Nevertheless, it is probable that some expansion 
of the acreage of the market crops as a group will occur. 


Apple Cold Storage Held Seasonal Industry 


The cold storage of apples in the Appalachian area has 
been determined by the Wage and Hour Division to be an 
industry of a seasonal nature. The determination was an- 
nounced April 18 and if no objection is raised within 15 days 
the industry will be granted a limited hours exemption from 
the wage and hour law for a period of 14 weeks in the aggre- 
gate each year. Such an exemption, based on administrative 
determination, is not to be confused with the total hours 


exemption for a period of 14 weeks in the aggregate each 
year applicable to canners under the provisions of section 
7(c) of the law. 


Stocks and Shipments of Canned Peas 


Total stocks of canned peas on April 1, 1940, amounted 
to 5,261,454 actual cases, compared with 10,433,812 cases 
on April 1, 1939, according to figures compiled by the 
Association’s Division of Statistics. The following table 


June 1, 1938 to April 1, 1939 
June 1, 1939 to April 1, 1940 


State Association Secretaries to Confer on “Area 
of Production” Hearing 


To prepare for the hearing on the definition of “area of 
production” as it affects the canning industry, which will be 
held at the office of the Wage and Hour Division on May 9, 
a meeting of the secretaries of State and regional canners’ 
associations will be held at the office of the National Canners 
Association on Monday, April 22. 

The announcement of the hearing, which was reported in 
last week's INrormation Lerten, listéd a number of points 
upon which evidence would be received. The meeting of 
the State secretaries is designed to discuss these points and 
to arrange for the presentation of evidence on behalf of the 
canning industry. 
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